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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
By Becky Gladstone, LWVOR President 

Dear members,  
 
We are pleased to welcome a new VOTER 
Editor and we will be asking you about a 
fresh look at communications. 

I recommend preparing in advance by 
enjoying the 14th Amendment video 
with our Garrett Epps, the Fall workshop 
Keynote speaker. Professor Epps has a 
dry sense of humor; check out his aside 
about US Constitution authors referring 
to “Congreff” in his talk, The 14th 
Amendment: The Framing of America’s Second Constitution, from 
Duke University’s School of Law, Program in Public Law. Please read 
the President’s letter for monthly updates, set to arrive on the first 
of the month, for recommendations like this every month! These are 
in our LWVOR Newsroom pages, https://www.lwvor.org/newsroom. 

For those who worked on National Voter Registration Day, 
Sept 28th, Thank You!  October 4-8 is Voter Education Week,   
https://votereducationweek.org/!      
 
 Continued on next page
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A huge thank you to our board, our members, and our hard-working staff for the accomplishments you can 
read about in this newsletter! Here’s an overview. Oregon’s virtual redistricting process felt compressed, 
now awaiting possible legal recourse and Independent Redistricting Commissions, in one form or another, 
on November, 2022 ballots.  

The federal census, complicated by COVID and partisan tensions, is complete. Now we can dig into the data!  
Our Pesticides consensus should be fully collected by November for analysis. Election Systems and Child Care 
studies are on schedule. We are working with LWVUS to chart a successful path to concurrence for Privacy 
and Cybersecurity.

Our Action Team continues to grow with strong successes in 2021, both challenged and helped by virtual 
access. It is fitting that our reporting on fire and water issues reflects the contentious 2021 legislative session.

“May you live in interesting times!” is apparently not ancient nor Chinese in origin, but is traceable to a Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate, Sir Austen Chamberlain, in 1939. Here’s to maintaining our energy and perspective, in 
good health and good humor. Please take care of yourselves and each other. 

 

Becky Gladstone, LWVOR President

It is time to register for the 2021 virtual Fall Workshop, October 13-16, free 
and open to all members. Your friends are welcome too, so please share and 
encourage them to join us! This VOTER paper copy may arrive afterwards. There 
is no registration fee and sessions will be recorded. See our website for details,  
https://www.lwvor.org/fall-workshop-2021 . 

We are thrilled to announce that our Keynote 
speaker will be Professor Garrett Epps, returning 
after keynoting our 2015 LWVOR Convention. The 
LWV of Oakland, CA will present a workshop on 
volunteering, and two national experts will develop 
our civil discourse skills, which are so important for 
the election cycle next year. 
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Proving Oregon residents’ abiding interest in Oregon’s redistricting process, Norman Turrill, Dan Vicuna, and Chris Cobey 
attracted hundreds to their August 25 one-hour review; how the legislature has and will be attempting to accomplish this 
once-a-decade task. You can view the recording at: https://www.lwvor.org/redistricting-in-oregon. 

At press time, the legislature had just released seven sets of draft maps for public review, in 12 virtual hearings over 
five days.  The expectation was that the legislature would be given its opportunity to pass redistricting bills by the state 
Supreme Court’s mandated September 27 deadline.  If it could not do so, the redistricting task for state legislative 
districts would fall to the Secretary of State, and congressional districting would be tackled by a quintet of state court 
judges.  The work of both groups would be reviewed and approved by the state supreme court.  If the legislature met the 
deadline and passed maps, court action could still ensure in the fall.

Check the LWVOR redistricting website for the latest information on this fast-moving subject:  
https://www.lwvor.org/redistricting-in-oregon. 

AUGUST REDISTRICTING WEBINAR  
DRAWS MORE THAN 400 REGISTRANTS

Chris Cobey and Norman Turrill

Oregon’s 6 Congressional Districts, adopted Sept. 27, 2021
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LWVOR RESTUDY OF THE 1985 CHILD CARE STUDY
By Terry Styner, Member of the Study Committee and the Washington County Unit

Building on the 1988 LWV study on child care in Oregon, the Washington 
County Chapter is considering how to support the needs of working 
parents with children from birth to high school graduation.  We spoke with 
Beth Unverzagt, Executive Director of Oregon ASK1 (After School Kids).  
She gave us her thoughts on access, affordability, and economic impact  
on society.

Oregon ASK’s various studies conclude that those who benefit most from 
after-school programs are those with the least access.  Communities with 
limited availability of programs often are those with limited economic 
opportunity.  

Oregon does not have a systemic approach to funding and regulating child care programs.  Different agencies are 
responsible for supporting different age groups.  For example, programs supporting pre-school age children are  
overseen by the Early Learning Division of the Department of Education.  Programs for school-age children are overseen 
by Department of Human Service’s Employment Related Day Care (EDRC) agency.  The result is a fragmented approach 
to availability to support families.

When asked how LWVOR could help address the challenge of access and affordability, Ms. Unverzagt suggested that 
anything leading to a systemic approach for funding, credentialing, and regulation of child care programs would provide 
significant improvement in the lives of our state’s working families.

From a policy standpoint, there is tremendous opportunity to impact the lives of Oregon children and their families.  
While studies on the economic impact of childcare are scarce, one of ASK’s reports quoted “The Boys and Girls Clubs 
in Ventura County: Serving the Economic Interests of the Region while Providing a Positive Place for Kids.” by Jamshid 
Damooei, (2014).  It looked at just one program in one county, concluding that, for every $1.00 spent on child care, 
$9.93 was earned by parents who could continue working.  As our lawmakers work toward creating an inclusive, 
sustainable society, this suggests an area where further study might reveal similar impact potential for Oregon.

The study committee is currently meeting and doing literature reviews and interviews. 

1 https://oregonask.org/
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ELECTION SYSTEMS INFORMATIONAL UPDATE
Peggy Bengry

Since our 2017 position on election methods1, new ideas have surfaced that, as our position states, could “affect how voters 
participate in our democracy, who can run for office, and who can get elected”.

A committee of nine Leaguers, with help from LWVOR President Becky Gladstone and LWVOR staff, has begun work on an 
informational update to the 2016 Election Methods Study Update2 that resulted in the 2017 position.  The current update is 
for informational purposes only.  It will evaluate new STAR (Score then Automatic Runoff) and RCIPE (Ranked Choice Voting 
with Pairwise Elimination) voting methods against the criteria established by League positions and the 2016 study; provide 
a recent history of the use of ranked choice voting; examine new information on Top 2 primaries, including Final Four/Final 
Five; provide more input on proportional representation systems for multi-member districts; and expand the 2016 study’s 
bibliography.

Members expect to have a final report to the Board by May of 2022.  Committee members have held four meetings, have 
formed sub-committees, have approved question sets for interviewees, have begun selecting interviewees and are researching 
media and academic literature.  If you would like to join this effort, contact any of the co-chairs, Barbara Klein, Kristin Eberhard, 
or Peggy Bengry, through our staff at lwvor@lwvor.org.

1 https://www.lwvor.org/lwvor-position-index
2 https://www.lwvor.org/study-archive

OREGON WILDFIRE RESOURCES 2021
Wildfires have increasingly become part of our lives. As of early Sept, 
there are 23 active fires with more than 200,000 acres burned thus 
far. Oregonians are affected either directly by being in an evacuation 
area or indirectly by poor air quality. Oregon also has many resources 
available at Oregon Wildfire Response and Recovery1 with links for 
assistance, wildfire cleanup, drinking water supply and more. This site 
also has up to date information on active fires, evacuations, sheltering 
and air quality.

Oregon recently instituted an emergency alert system, OR-ALERT2, 
designed to ensure the most timely alerts, warnings, and notifications 
statewide, tailored to geographic location. OR-ALERT is administered 
locally, requires only a name and phone number, and alerts are 
customizable for your interest.

In addition, the Oregon Health Authority3 has resources pertinent 
to Covid 19 and evacuations/smoke exposure, as well as the short 
information sheets Hazy, smoky air: Do you know what to do4 and FAQ 
about wildfire smoke and health5, available in multiple languages.

1 https://wildfire.oregon.gov/
2 https://oralert.gov/
3 https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/preparedness/prepare/pages/

prepareforwildfire.aspx
4 https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le8622.pdf
5 https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le8626.pdf
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2021: A BANNER YEAR FOR WATER  
IN THE OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE

The 2021 legislative session was remarkable in many ways.  For water 
enthusiasts, it was historic. The 2021 session’s access to federal funding, a 
surprising positive state revenue forecast, and all the work we and others 
had done the past 10 years to address water issues meant legislators had a 
guide to funding a complete water package1, with  $538.1 million in staffing 
and projects for agencies, cities and towns across the state.

 The League of Women Voters of Oregon has studied and developed positions 
on water quality and quantity since the 1960s and 1970s.  In 2007, under 
the leadership of Liz Frenkel, our convention authorized a new water study, 
intending to update and combine our water quality and quantity positions.  
Under the leadership of Marnie Lonsdale and Robin Wisdom, League 
members spent almost 2 years compiling the responsibilities and laws of 
all the state water agencies, federal laws and court rulings, interviewing 
water users and engaging members in a conversation around water.  
Part 1: Regulating Water in Oregon2 is a concise review of current Oregon 
laws and regulations for water resources and water quality. The committee 
took another year to focus on issues around water in Oregon and members 

adopted our new position in 2011. Part 2: Issues and Perspectives3 covers the current issues facing water quality and quantity 
from the perspectives of stakeholder groups throughout the state.

As a result of local leagues’ engagement and education efforts, a member was selected to serve on the first state Integrated 
Water Resources Strategy in 2012 and again in 2017.  Over the years, our Action Team worked with state water agencies to 
fund their staffing needs and a variety of projects as well.  

The Dept. of Agriculture received money for another water staffer, for work with small watersheds in Oregon and to work 
on groundwater management areas in the state.  Coastal groups received money to study ocean acidification.  The Dept. 
of Environmental Quality received staffing to improve water quality data and to work with the Oregon Health Authority on 
harmful algal blooms.  They also received money for grants or loans to repair or replace on-site septic systems.  The Dept. of 
Fish and Wildlife received funding to create a new Habitat Division and permanent funding for fish biologists who work with 
stream flows.  The Water Resources Dept. received a major infusion of staff to work on place-based planning and regional 
planning discussions.  They were also given authorization to create a new well repair and replacement fund.  And then there 
were the projects: money for repair or replacement of drinking water and sewer systems, especially for small towns across 
Oregon.  Some of this money will also help the communities who suffered from the 2020 Labor Day fires to protect Oregon’s 
water sources.  Lastly, money was allocated to the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board to continue work on a 100-year 
water vision.

As the entire state is suffering from drought4, we hope this is the beginning of investments in water.  League members should 
know that our studies with their subsequent adopted positions and our Action volunteers who help educate and advocate 
with legislators to address these important issues make Oregon a wonderful place to live.  $538.1 million! What a victory!  

 
Peggy Lynch,  
Natural Resources Coordinator for the State Action Team

(To volunteer to work on water or other natural resource issues, contact  
Peggy at peggylynchor@gmail.com.  Training provided.)

1 https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/courtney/Documents/2021-Water-Package-Release.pdf
2 https://www.lwvor.org/study-archive
3 https://www.lwvor.org/study-archive
4 https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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PESTICIDES AND BIOCIDES STUDY,  
CONSENSUS TIMELINE:
Amelia Nestler

Contact your local league for ways to participate in member consensus! 
https://www.lwvor.org/local-leagues

End of October: Local Leagues should plan to complete their consensus. 

Mid-November: Local Pesticides/Biocides consensus reports are due to 
LWVOR

November: the study committee will tabulate consensus results

December: the LWVOR Member Agreement Committee drafts a position 
statement

January ’22: LWVOR Board approves the position

The use of pesticides is a balancing act between advantages and disadvantages. To 
understand  both beneficial and adverse impacts requires a broad overview of prevailing policy and the effects that policy 
has had. This study reviews the environmental and health costs and benefits of pesticide use, the current state of regulation 
at federal, state and local levels, and the practices and precautions presently in place for their use. It reviews potential 
improvements to regulations and changes to practices that could improve outcomes and protect the environment and human 
health while maintaining a stable, safe and reliable supply of foods and other farmed products.

Five key areas of pesticide development, use and policy were identified for review and potential improvements:

• Education, training and labeling  

• Transparency and information gathering 

• Funding, research, and evaluation  

• Adaptive management and Integrated Pest Management  

• Burden of proof and the precautionary principle.

P E S T I C I D E S  A N D
O T H E R  B I O C I D E S
LEAGUE  OF  WOMEN  VOTERS  OF  OREGON

P R O D U C E D  B Y

THE CENSUS
Toni Lampkin

The census has been completed and information is being tabulated for redistricting purposes. 
There are many recorded webinars at Census.gov. Some recent offerings are the Exploring Census 
Data series1 (includes topics such as How Americans Spend Leisure Time, Using Census Data to Buy 
a House and Small and Minority Owned Business), Bracing for the 2021 Hurricane Season2, Recent 
Cross Country Commuting Patterns3 and Elevating Our Culture Using Census Data4

There is something for everyone! Take a look when you have some time.

1 https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2019/exploring-census-data.html
2 https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/07/bracing-for-2021-hurricane-season.html
3 https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2021/recent-cross-country-community-patterns.html
4 https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2021/elevating-our-culture.html
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